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LOCAL PROCUREMENT CENTRAL TO SCOTTISH FOOD POLICY 

NFU Scotland welcomed Rural Affairs Cabinet Secretary Richard Lochhead’s announcement yesterday that that the Scottish Government is to establish a national food policy for Scotland.  

The statement was made at the start of a Scottish Government debate held in the Scottish Parliament yesterday afternoon.  MSPs raised a great number of issues in line with NFU Scotland’s own briefing on the issue, with greater emphasis on local procurement high on the agenda.

It appears that NFU Scotland’s own “What’s on your Plate?” campaign has become firmly seated at the heart of political debate in Scotland, with several members, including the cabinet secretary, referring to the campaign in his speech, while contributions from all members drew on its tenets, including supporting local communities; the crucial role agriculture plays in maintaining Scotland’s landscape, which in turn, draws thousands of visitors each year, and the undisputed health benefits associated with eating good-quality, Scottish food.

NFU Scotland’s Chief Executive, Andy Robertson said:

“The debate was particularly heartening for a number of reasons: firstly, a national food policy for Scotland, including emphasis on local procurement; fair treatment of producers; clear country of origin labelling, and public education about Scottish food, are issues we have been highlighting for some time.  Second, there was clear cross-party consensus that government, industry and the public need to be brought together in order to achieve these goals.

“We have won hearts and minds with the “What’s on your Plate?” campaign and we now look forward to seeing the Scottish Government building on that.  For that reason, we welcome the opportunity for consultation, especially through Richard Lochhead’s proposed food summit to be held early in 2008.  We very much hope that from that consultation, concrete and workable proposals will emerge, for the benefit of Scotland’s food producers and population alike.” 

NOTES TO EDITORS

· Members of the Scottish Parliament passed the following motion yesterday:

S3M-784 in the name of Richard Lochhead:

That the Parliament believes that Scotland should have a national food policy and would benefit greatly by having a clear, consistent and coherent approach to food covering health, 
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2/…

environmental, social, cultural and economic factors; believes that a national policy must include more assistance for public procurement of home-grown Scottish food to be achieved by improved co-operation between Scotland's local food producers and government; welcomes the Scottish Government's commitment to launch a national debate and consultation on a food policy for Scotland, building on work done by the previous administrations, and believes that policy priorities should include local procurement, affordability, sustainability and reducing Scotland's climate footprint, taking into account the views of the Parliament, industry and wider society; believes that educating children about where their food comes from must be central to any national food policy; resolves that early action is required to amend public procurement policy to ensure greater use of freshly produced healthy food in the public sector, including in our schools, hospitals and other public bodies; and calls on the Scottish Government to assist in the development of farmers' co-operatives and farmers' markets, and further calls on the Scottish Government to work with retailers to encourage more use of local Scottish produce in stores.
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