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FESTIVAL GOERS URGED TO BACK SCOTTISH FOOD AND FARMING

Visitors to Edinburgh International Festival are being asked to demonstrate their support for Scottish food and farming.

Farmers from around Scotland will be taking part in an event called Foodies at the Festival on 18 and 19 August, displaying their produce at a special farmers’ market at the Roxburghe Hotel in Edinburgh.  NFU Scotland, the organisation that represents Scotland’s farmers, will also be at the event, promoting the positive messages about food and farming through its ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign.

The campaign is all about encouraging people to choose Scottish food and drink and highlights not only the quality of Scottish food and drink but also the environmental, animal welfare, health and social benefits of buying Scottish.

Anna Davies, NFU Scotland Communications Manager, said:

“Scottish farming has much to be proud of. It produces some of the finest food in the world and also helps maintain some of the most beautiful countryside in the world.  The Edinburgh International Festival is the ideal chance for Scottish produce to be promoted far and wide.

“Much of the recent media coverage of farming has been of the sort we all dread – nobody wants to see the suffering and anguish of those who have been affected by the recent Foot and Mouth cases.

“But what this highlights is the need, now more than ever, for members of the public to show their support for Scottish farming by buying Scottish produce.

“I would encourage anyone who is in Edinburgh on 18 and 19 August to come along to the Foodies event at the Roxburghe Hotel and meet some of the farmers who produce the food that goes onto our dinner plates every day.

“And it’s not just about one weekend – wherever you are over the Festival, ask the origins of what you are eating and ensure that it has come from Scotland!  Visitors to the Festival are here to experience the best that this small country has to offer and a crucial part of that experience should be locally produced food.”
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NOTES TO EDITORS

· The Foodies at the Festival event takes place from 10am to 6pm on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 August at The Roxburghe Hotel, Charlotte Square, Edinburgh

· Further information can be found on www.foodiesfestival.com
· The NFUS What’s on your Plate? campaign can be seen at www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk

