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DUMFRIES SHOW A HIT DESPITE LIVESTOCK ABSENCE

The Dumfries Show went ahead at the weekend with great success despite the livestock classes being cancelled because of the recent Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak.

Indeed, many of the Show’s activities went ahead as normal and NFU Scotland’s stand welcomed Minister for the Environment, Mike Russell, Presiding Officer, Alex Fergusson MSP and Derek Brownlee MSP for a meeting as well.

NFU Scotland Vice President, Nigel Miller, who was at the Show, said:
“We are delighted that the Show was so well attended.  Understandably, the number one topic discussed with the Minister and MSPs was Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD).  We iterated how necessary it is to keep activity on FMD on track after the decisive start to ensure that the disease is controlled and that its impact is minimised.  This is especially important because the livestock sector is already on a knife-edge.

“Other ongoing discussions include pressing for prompt LFASS payments; making progress on Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) solely on the back of scientific progress; and the necessity of driving Sheep ID forward in a way that is practical and cost-efficient.

NFU Scotland staff and members were also out promoting NFU Scotland’s campaign, ‘What’s on your Plate?’ which is highlighting to people what Scotland’s farmers do for the countryside, our economy and rural communities, and why they should support Scottish food and farming buy buying Scottish produce.

There are five key steps you can take to help Scottish food and farming or to find out more about where your food and drink comes from:

1. Look for the label and choose Scottish food; 

2. Ask your local school or hospital about sourcing fresh local produce; 

3. Shop at local butchers/grocers/bakers and farmers’ markets or farm shops; 

4. Ask your child’s school to arrange a farm visit; 

5. Buy food that is in season.
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Mr Miller said:

“We devoted a good deal of energy to the ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign and are delighted at how well people at the Show received us.  We spoke to them about what they can do to support Scottish food and farming, and answered various questions about where their food comes from.”

NOTES TO EDITORS
· For more information, or to sign the pledge to support Scottish food and farming, please call 0131 472 4000 or visit www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk; 

· Promotional material, logo and photographs associated with the campaign are available by calling 0131 472 4000; 

· For more information, or for a photo of Nigel Miller, please call Sarah Anderson on 0131 472 4108 or e-mail sarah.anderson@nfus.org.uk
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