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SALMOND AND LOCHHEAD TO VISIT NFUS SHOW STAND

NFU Scotland members are invited to meet with Scotland’s First Minister, Alex Salmond at NFU Scotland’s Turriff Show stand on Monday 6 August at 1 p.m.

Richard Lochhead, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment will also meet NFU Scotland’s North East Regional Board on Sunday 5 August to discuss issues such as NVZs, clipping and the future of the Wool Board.

All NFUS members are invited to a further meeting on Monday 6 August at 2 p.m. with Transport Minister, Stewart Stevenson, and MSPs Mrs. Nanette Milne (Cons) and Mrs. Alison McInnes (LD), both of whom represent North East Scotland.

There will also be a drinks reception for all members on Sunday 5 August from 5.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. at which NFUS Vice President, Stewart Wood, and former President, John Kinnaird, will be present.

Stewart Wood will be at the Show on both Sunday and Monday, accompanied by NFUS North East Regional Board Chairman, Philip Sleigh; new North East Regional Manager, Lorna Patterson; and Group Secretaries, Jean Arnott and Scott McDougall.  As well as welcoming people to the NFUS stand, the group will also be promoting NFU Scotland’s ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign.  

NFU Scotland Vice President, Stewart Wood says:

“Farmers across Scotland are leading the ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign by drawing people’s attention to the fact that Scotland produces among the best food in the world.  Behind this wonderful food and drink lies a crucial combination of very high animal welfare, environmental and food safety standards, as well as the lifeblood of Scotland’s rural communities and maintaining Scotland’s famously beautiful countryside.  

More/…

2/…

“Now, more than ever, people must support their local producers.  This summer’s wet weather is leading to shortages of summer foods we take for granted for example, strawberries, raspberries, lettuce and peas.  People are starting to understand that Scottish farmers cannot grow food indefinitely if the conditions aren’t right and this includes receiving a price which reflects how much it costs to produce the commodity in question.

“I am very much looking forward to coming to the Turriff Show.  I hope to meet a good number of local farmers to talk about what NFU Scotland is doing to tackle issues like NVZs and cattle clipping, to ensure they have the best operating environment possible and that they receive a fair price for what they produce.  I also hope to talk to people at the Show about the ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign and to answer any questions they may have about where their food comes from.”

NOTES TO EDITORS

· For more information or for a photo of Stewart Wood, please call Sarah Anderson on 0131 472 4108 or e-mail sarah.anderson@nfus.org.uk;

· NFU Scotland can be found at stand 116 at the Turriff Show;

· For more information about the campaign, see www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk;

· Promotional material associated with the campaign is available by calling 0131 472 4000.
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