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PIGS CRISIS SPELT OUT TO CABINET SECRETARY

Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary Richard Lochhead today heard first-hand the scale of financial pressure facing the country’s pig producers.  In Edinburgh this afternoon, Mr Lochhead met the NFU Scotland’s Pigs Working Group, which comprises pig farmers from across the country.

At the meeting, the financial crisis facing the industry and the need for immediate Scottish Government support were both spelt out.  NFUS proposed support options which include a headage payment for breeding sows and a reduction in regulatory charges.

Speaking after the meeting, Chairman of the Working Group Robin Traquair said:

“The financial crisis facing the pig industry was stark before the foot and mouth outbreak, but many of our members are now on the verge of leaving the industry.  The costs solely associated with foot and mouth come to around £114 per breeding sow.  That is a cost we simply can’t absorb.

“The Scottish Government has quite rightly stepped in to help alleviate the immediate crisis facing the sheep industry.  Scotland’s pig industry, which is in danger of losing its critical mass, needs the same emergency action.

“We had a constructive meeting today and we’ll be working with officials over the next few days on options to alleviate the immediate pressure.”

Vice Chairman of the Committee, Philip Sleigh, a pig producer from the North East, said:

“The Cabinet Secretary clearly recognises the threat facing our pig industry.  A headage payment could go a long way to addressing the immediate financial crisis facing the industry and would also be an important signal of government support for the industry.  That is just one of the options he takes away with him today to discuss with his Cabinet colleagues.

“We have also asked Mr Lochhead to look closely at the regulatory costs that face the industry.  A combination of Pollution Control (IPPC) charges and the looming threat of nitrate controls is causing huge concern on the ground.  Against a backdrop of poor market prices, we simply can’t afford the regulatory charges either currently on the table or those that may be heading our way.

“The whole pig sector will be hoping that the Scottish Government can deliver for us and bring some relief to an industry under enormous pressure.”
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