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OAT SO SUCCESSFUL SCOTTISH FOOD PROMOTION IN DUNDEE

NFU Scotland hosted a highly successful food promotion event in Dundee on Friday 23 and Saturday 24 November as part of its What’s on Your Plate? campaign.

The festive branch of the campaign is following a 12 Days of Christmas theme and farmers from around the country are getting out and about prior to Christmas to promote 12 of the high quality food and drink items that they help produce for Christmas meals, from brussels sprouts to a nip of whisky for Santa!

The event in Dundee, which was the first in the series of 12, involved over 20 farmers promoting many types of locally produced products, in particular oats.  Shoppers outside Tesco Riverside were treated to free samples of porridge oats, kindly donated by Quaker in Cupar.  In total, over 2000 shoppers pledged their support for Scottish food and drink and agreed to do all they can to buy Scottish products over Christmas.

Edna Gerrard, Group Secretary at NFU Scotland’s Forfar Office, said:

“The event was a great success.  It’s important for farmers to be able to get out and about and meet shoppers to promote the excellent food and drink that they are growing.  Within just a few miles of Dundee, so much quality food and drink is grown, from the barley for Scotch whisky to the traditional brussels sprouts we eat every Christmas and it is so important that we promote them all.

“I think it’s also beneficial for shoppers to have the chance to meet the primary producer and to learn more about where their food and drink comes from and why we should all be supporting Scottish farmers.  I was encouraged by the response that we got and the level of support that is out there for farming.

“The oats and the information leaflets we were giving out certainly went down extremely well and a huge number of the shoppers we spoke to pledged to buy Scottish food and drink and support Scottish farmers wherever possible.”

NOTES TO EDITORS

· For details of the remaining 11 of the 12 Days of Christmas events, please contact Anna Davies on anna.davies@nfus.org.uk
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