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NFUS COMMENDS CABINET SECRETARY’S SCOTTISH FOOD DRIVE

NFU Scotland’s President, Jim McLaren has commended Richard Lochhead, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment for his decision to eat Scottish food for a week, starting from today.

The Cabinet Secretary will join NFU Scotland’s Banffshire Branch meeting this lunchtime at the Forbes Arms Hotel in Rothiemay and join them for a fully Scottish meal.

NFU Scotland President, Jim McLaren said:

“I can only commend Richard Lochhead for his drive to highlight just how good Scottish food is and how easy it is to support Scottish farmers and food producers.  For example, today he will join Banffshire farmers for a lunch of roast beef, roast pork, locally produced ice cream and cranachan.  

“As summer gets closer, we are all looking forward to the prospect of barbecues and there is already a mouthwatering menu of Scottish summer food in season; delicious beef steaks, lamb burgers, pork chops and chicken drumsticks, accompanied by new potatoes and salad, and to polish it all off, Scottish strawberries and rhubarb.

“Richard Lochhead’s week-long promotion of Scottish food ties in very neatly with NFU Scotland’s own successful campaign to highlight the huge array of foods produced by Scottish farmers, as well as the importance of farming to Scotland’s economy.  I would urge anyone wanting to find out more to look at our ‘What’s on your Plate?’ website, which contains a wealth of information about Scottish food and farming.”

NOTES TO EDITORS

· Among the suppliers providing food for today’s event are Scott the Butcher from Huntly and Rizza’s ice cream;  

· Visit www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk to find out what Scottish food is in season throughout the year, as well as more information about Scottish farming.  A free seasonal calendar is available to download – very useful to stick on the fridge;

· The following Scottish foods are available throughout May: asparagus, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, chicory, cauliflower, lettuce, mushroom, potatoes, rhubarb, strawberries, beef, lamb, pork, chicken, venison, farmed venison, mint, parsley, watercress, garlic, milk, eggs, oats, and other grains.
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