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NFU SCOTLAND PRESIDENT AT BORDER UNION SHOW

NFU Scotland President, Jim McLaren, is coming to the Border Union Show to meet local farmers, politicians and to promote the Union’s ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign.

Members of the Press are invited to meet Jim McLaren at 11.30 am at NFU Scotland’s stand no. 49.  

In June this year, NFU Scotland launched a high-profile campaign aimed at highlighting all of the positive things delivered by Scottish farming and Scottish farmers and persuading people to back Scotland by buying Scottish food and drink.

Jim McLaren, NFUS President, says:

“The ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign is designed to raise consumer awareness of the importance of local food and farming.  Farmers across Scotland are leading the campaign by drawing people’s attention to the fact that Scotland produces among the best food in the world.  Behind this wonderful food and drink lies a crucial combination of very high animal welfare, environmental and food safety standards, as well as the lifeblood of Scotland’s rural communities and famous countryside.  

“Now, more than ever, people must support their local producers.  This summer’s wet weather is leading to shortages of summer foods we take for granted for example, strawberries, raspberries, lettuce and peas.  People are starting to understand that Scottish farmers cannot grow food indefinitely if the conditions aren’t right and this includes the price they receive for what they produce.

“This will be my first Border Union Show as NFUS President and I am very much looking forward to coming to it.  I hope to meet a good number of local farmers to talk about what NFU Scotland is doing to ensure they have the best operating environment possible and that they receive a fair price for what they produce.  I also hope to talk to people about the ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign and to answer any questions they may have about where their food comes from.”

More/…

NOTES TO EDITORS

· Members of the Press are invited to meet Jim McLaren at NFU Scotland’s stand no. 49 at the Border Union Show at 11.30 am on Saturday 28 July;

· For a photo of Jim McLaren, please call Sarah Anderson on 0131 472 4108;

· Promotional material associated with the campaign is available by calling 0131 472 4000;

· For more information about the campaign, see www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk;

· As part of the resurgence of interest in local food and this increased awareness amongst farmers, Borders Food Network, a group made up of a number of stakeholders including NFU Scotland has produced a leaflet entitled ‘Taste of the Scottish Borders’.  This is a fantastic tool for those looking for local produce in restaurants, hotels and cafés in the Borders because it outlines quality food and drink producers from all over the area.  Visit www.bordersfoodnetwork.co.uk for more information. 
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