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FOOD AND FARMING CAMPAIGN A HIT AT LOCH LOMOND FESTIVAL

NFU Scotland gathered more than one thousand signatures in support of its ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign, which is promoting Scottish food and farming, at the Loch Lomond Food Festival this weekend.

The campaign, which was launched in June this year, is touring the country and has so far appeared at more than twenty events, including the Royal Highland Show, the Edinburgh Festival and numerous summer shows, gathering more than ten thousand signatures in the process.  The campaign will also appear, as part of Scottish Food Fortnight, at the Scottish Parliament this Thursday 13 September as the Union gives some political impetus to the issues the campaign raises. 

NFU Scotland’s President, Jim McLaren, who was part of the group campaigning at the Loch Lomond Food Festival, said:

“Since we launched the campaign in June this year, I have been delighted by the amount of interest it has generated and how well it has been received.  The Loch Lomond Food and Drink Festival is a wonderful event which absolutely encapsulates the campaign’s philosophy of celebrating the world class food and drink produced in Scotland, getting people to think about where it comes from and appreciate that there is a lot more on your plate than meets the eye.

“Farming is subject to the whims of the weather and many other risks, as demonstrated by this summer’s Foot and Mouth outbreak.  People are starting to understand that if we want to enjoy high quality food and drink that is underpinned by among the strictest animal welfare and environmental standards in the world, we cannot take the nation’s food and drink producers for granted.

“Scottish early autumn produce is very rich and varied; you can still buy delicious summer lettuce, French beans, strawberries and raspberries, while more autumnal foods like leeks, parsnips, plums and pears are starting to creep in.  For more information on what Scottish food is available when and to sign the pledge to support Scottish food and farming, please visit our website www.nfus.org.uk”
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NOTES TO EDITORS
· ‘What’s on your Plate?’ is getting people to think more about where their food comes from, to make the link between the food we buy, be it in our local supermarket, corner shop or farmers market; and Scotland’s agricultural industry and the landscape, environment, rural society, flora and fauna it sustains.

· The campaign is promoting the five key steps people can take to help Scottish food and farming or to find out more about where Scottish food and drink comes from:

1. Look for the label and choose Scottish food; 

2. Ask your local school or hospital about sourcing fresh local produce; 

3. Shop at local butchers/grocers/bakers and farmers’ markets or farm shops; 

4. Ask your child’s school to arrange a farm visit; 

5. Buy food that is in season.

· For more information, or to sign the pledge to support Scottish food and farming, please call 0131 472 4000 or visit www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk; 

· Promotional material, logo and photographs associated with the campaign are available by calling 0131 472 4000; 

· For more information, or for a photo of Jim McLaren, please call Sarah Anderson on 0131 472 4108 or e-mail sarah.anderson@nfus.org.uk
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