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Date


: 10 September 2007

No


: 224/07

Contact

: Sarah Anderson

Telephone

: 0131 472 4108

Email


: sarah.anderson@nfus.org.uk

News Release/Media Invite
SCOTTISH FOOD AND FARMING CAMPAIGN TO REACH HOLYROOD

Members of the media are invited to NFU Scotland’s ‘What’s on your Plate?’ lunch event in Committee Room 2 at the Scottish Parliament this Thursday 13 September at 12h30.  

The ‘What’s on your Plate?’ campaign, which is promoting Scottish food and drink and publicising the benefits of farming, is being brought to the Scottish Parliament as part of Scottish Food Fortnight in order to give political impetus to some of the issues it raises, such as:

· The importance of Scottish farming to the nation’s economy;

· Maintaining rural areas and protecting flora and fauna;

· Ensuring high animal welfare and environmental standards;

· Farming’s contribution to Scotland’s tourism industry;

· Wider political issues such as climate change and food security. 

Since the campaign was launched in June this year, it has had a high profile at more than twenty events, from the Highland Show to Paisley Farmers Market and even the Edinburgh Festival.  ‘What’s on your Plate?’ has already received a good deal of political interest; it has been backed publicly by a large number of MPs, MEPs and MSPs and was highlighted by several MSPs in a Scottish Parliament debate on local food in June.

NOTES TO EDITORS

· All media and any other interested parties are invited to the event.  Please call 0131 472 4000 to confirm your attendance;

· Promotional material associated with the campaign is available on 0131 472 4000;

· Photo opportunities will be available at the event and NFUS photographs will be available from 14 September onwards by calling 0131 472 4020;

· NFU Scotland would like to thank Quality Meat Scotland, John Saunderson’s, High Class family butchers, and Taste of Arran for kindly donating food to the event;

· For more information about the campaign, see www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk 
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