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DON’T JUST SAY CHEESE, SAY SCOTTISH CHEESE THIS CHRISTMAS!

NFU Scotland, as part of its ‘What’s on Your Plate?’ campaign, is asking shoppers to say cheese over the Christmas period and support Scottish dairy farmers.

The festive branch of the What’s on Your Plate? campaign is following a ‘12 Days of Christmas’ theme. Farmers from all over Scotland are meeting with shoppers and school children prior to Christmas to promote 12 of the high quality Scottish food and drink items that they help produce for Christmas meals, from traditional turkeys to carrots for Rudolph – and of course Scottish cheese!

The event, being held in three different locations in the West of Scotland, will take place on Wednesday 12 December.  Shoppers will get the chance to taste some excellent Scottish cheddar, courtesy of First Milk, Lactalis and Orkney, as well as meet some local farmers and learn why it is so important to buy local, Scottish produce.

Starting at Morrisons in Dumfries and then moving to Asda in Kilmarnock and finally to Morrisons in Johnstone, dairy farmers will be out speaking to shoppers, giving away free cheese samples and giving shoppers at each store the chance to win a basket of Scottish cheese worth £50.

Bob Carruth, NFU Scotland Dairy Policy Manager, said:

“Many farmers like to get out and about and meet the people who eat what they produce and so events like this one are important to agriculture.  It is also important for shoppers to have the chance to meet with the primary producer and to learn a little more about where their food comes from and how it is produced.

“Cheese provides the ideal end to a superb Christmas lunch, as well as a great festive snack.

“Buying Scottish cheese not only reduces ‘food miles’ but it helps to sustain rural communities, as well as local wildlife and countryside, by supporting the farmers who are the custodians of our rural areas.  And of course Scottish cheddar tastes fantastic!

“I would encourage everyone to come along and meet some of their local farmers and have the chance to ‘try before you buy’!

“Looking out for Scottish labels when shopping helps to support rural areas as well as the entire Scottish economy.  So please back Scotland and buy Scottish!”
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NOTES TO EDITORS

· All members of the press are invited to attend the events

· The events will take place at Morrisons, Dumfries (10.00am to 12.00pm), Asda, Kilmarnock (2.00pm to 4.00pm) and Morrisons, Johnstone (7.00pm to 9.00pm)

· For further details and timings, please contact Bob Carruth on 07788 927675

· For details of the remaining 12 Days of Christmas events, please contact Anna Davies on anna.davies@nfus.org.uk or 0131 472 4020 or Sarah Anderson on sarah.anderson@nfus.org.uk or 0131 472 4108.

· What’s on Your Plate? campaign details can be found on www.whatsonyourplate.co.uk
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